BCC 1994–2011
Burlington Civic Chorale

Celebrating 17 Years of Choral Music

Bringing Classical Music Closer to Home


Burlington Civic Chorale

 Member Welcome Package
Founder & Music Director: Dr. Gary Fisher

Jennifer Goodine, Accompanist

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to provide the highest level of choral experience to the membership; to stimulate an appreciation for the finest in choral literature from all periods of music history; to contribute to the cultural life of Burlington, Halton and the City of Hamilton, through consistent, high-caliber performances of a broad repertoire of choral music.

Charitable Registration #88799 5868 RR001

Welcome! to the Burlington Civic Chorale family of singers.

The choir was founded in 1994 by Dr. Gary Fisher and Mary Jane Price. 

New members are welcomed each year and we value and encourage a long-term commitment from our singers. We hope you will enjoy the camaraderie and love of singing that is the key to our success as a community choir.

As a choir with a diversity of talents (not only in singing!), we have become one of Burlington’s finest choirs specializing in classical, baroque, operatic, and contemporary music. Like a family, each member has certain responsibilities. Here are some of the things you should know:

Rehearsal Policies/Information

Members are expected to attend all Tuesday evening regularly scheduled rehearsals throughout the concert season. All rehearsals and concerts are held at St. Christopher’s Anglican Church. Dress rehearsal dates are given out in advance by the Music Director and are in addition to the Tuesday night rehearsal. Generally rehearsals are from 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Please try to be on time for the start of warm-ups (7:15) important to have after a day of work to stretch the vocal chords and relax the body.

If you are unable to attend a rehearsal, please call or email the Music Director Dr. Gary Fisher at 905-632-2085 or Email: fisher63@interlog.com) as soon as you know you cannot attend rehearsal OR contact the current President. As a last resort, contact a member of the choir. Any planned absences for long periods of time i.e. holidays, illness etc, should be discussed with the Music Director directly and with at least four weeks notice given to the Music Director. Your presence each week is very important, especially to your fellow section members.

Choir members are asked to review their music during the week. The Music Director will provide a detailed rehearsal schedule in advance prior to the start of each concert season.

Performances

Each season the choir presents three main concerts: November, February and May. Sometimes, we may be asked to perform in other venues as a guest choir but these are kept to a minimum. In recent years, we have been able to present our concerts accompanied by professional soloists and chamber orchestras and it is an ongoing effort to continue doing so whenever financially feasible. We have a professional pianist/accompanist at all rehearsals each week.

Valentine Cabaret and Silent Auction Annual Fundraiser
Our February concert is produced for a very different purpose. It is an important fundraising event for the choir and all members are asked to play their part in making it a success each year. Members of the choir are given the opportunity to perform a variety of solos, duets, quartets, play an instrument etc. The choir also sings a number of sets arranged by the Music Director. The selection of music varies, but is often related to the Valentine theme of “love” with Broadway music, madrigals and other contemporary scores.

This event usually nets between $3,500 to $4,500 directed to operating expenses. The expectations are that each choir member will help to find prizes for the event, help to donate some of the desserts, and help to sell tickets to their friends and associates. This concert is advertised in the brochure, and is considered the second concert of our season requiring full member participation.

Choir Dress Code
To maintain a professional look, we require members to adhere to this dress code.

Ladies: Long sleeved white blouse; long ankle length black skirt, black hose, minimal jewelry, no perfume, black folder.

Men: White shirt, black jacket, black pants, black bow tie, black socks, black shoes, no cologne, black folder. 

Membership Dues
The choir’s annual membership dues are $150.  The fee is subject to change, based on our finances. The fee is set by the Board of Directors based on members’ input at Annual General Meetings. Payments are handled by the Treasurer, and must be paid at time of joining. If for some personal reason you cannot pay the entire membership all at once, you may discuss a payment schedule with the appointed Treasurer. A tax receipt is provided.
We require that all dues be paid before the first concert in November. A pro-rated system is in place for those who join the choir at the halfway mark. We rely heavily on membership dues to offset the expenses incurred for each concert. 

Music

Music for each concert is purchased, borrowed or rented by the BCC. Prior to each concert, music is distributed by the Music Librarian or Music Director with specific numbers assigned to each choir member.

You are asked to handle the music with care. Notations may be made with pencil only, No coloured highlighters are allowed. All notations must be erased after the completion of the concert, and music handed in to the Librarian immediately following the concert (before leaving the Church).

It is recommended that you begin using your black folder for at least two rehearsals prior to the concert.  This will allow you to get comfortable holding the music scores and to ensure your scores “fit” into the binder properly.  You may need to purchase magazine holders at Staples stationery store or find other suitable methods for holding the music securely in your binder.

Board of Directors

The choir is governed by a Board of Directors made up of singers from the choir. If you have friends, associates in the community who would be interested in supporting the Chorale, please encourage such participation as non-singing membership is highly desired on the Board. All members of the choir are invited to attend Board meetings at any time, and those wishing to serve on the Board in executive positions should speak to the President at anytime throughout the year. Participation on the Board will give you a greater understanding of the complexities of operating a community choir successfully.

The Board of Directors plan and direct the ongoing operations of the choir with regular input from the membership. The Board monitors the financial health of the choir’s operating budget, its capital investment funds and makes decisions on a variety of important choir issues i.e. future direction and goals. The Board adheres to the policies of the bylaws and mission statement established in 1994.

The Board also oversees concert preparations and provides on-going communication to members concerning news, views, etc. A detailed Financial Statement is provided by the Treasurer at each monthly Board Meeting. An auditor reviews the books at the end of each season.

An Annual General Meeting along with a pot luck dinner is held each Spring at the end of the season and choir members are urged to attend for the purpose of electing new officers to the Board of Directors and for planning and discussion of future choir-related endeavours.

Fundraising, Sponsorship, Promotion, Advertising

The Burlington Civic Chorale is a charitable non-profit arts organization with a charitable registration number. Tax receipts are issued for all donations made to the choir. We rely heavily on corporate sponsorships, program advertisements and donations each season. All choir members are encouraged to assist in this endeavour wherever possible. Please see the Publicity Manager for more information.

Prior to the May concert, a Season Brochure is developed and is ready for distribution to the audience in attendance. The choir prints about 1000 copies of its season brochure each year and they are distributed by choir members throughout the region, Burlington, Hamilton, Oakville areas. 

Ads, posters and press releases are also used to promote concerts. A mailing list is maintained with the names of patrons and donors to the choir. For additional information please contact the Publicity Manager, Marie Leone.

Included in your package is a Registration Form which we ask you to complete as soon as you have auditioned, and return to the Board Secretary with a copy to the Music Director. A list of all choir members will be provided to you at a later date.

About the Music Director:

Dr. Gary Fisher, Artistic Director, holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in choral conducting from the University of Oklahoma. Has conducted numerous choirs with the Halton Board of Education and has taught courses at McMaster University. His articles on Renaissance music and vocal technique have appeared in the Choral Journal of the American Choral Directors Association and he has served as editor of Anacrusis, the journal of the Association of Canadian Choral Conductors. His specialty is historical performance practice in choral music.

Visit our website at www.burlingtoncivicchorale.ca
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